
HOLY FAMILY  
 

PARISH OFFICE 
 

P.O. Box 98 - 3027 Pearl St 
Oldenburg, IN 47036 

 

Phone: 812-934-3013      
 

STAFF 
 

 

Fr. John Barker, OFM  
Pastor - jbarker@friars.us 

 

Fr. E.J. Stein, OFM 
Associate Pastor - ejstein@friars.us  

 

 

NEW EMAIL ADDRESSES 

Cheryl Borgman  
Business Manager  

cheryl@holyfamilyoldenburg.org 
 

 

Chance Vankirk   
Buildings & Grounds 

chance@holyfamilyoldenburg.org 
 

 

Beth Geis 
Director of Religious Education 

beth@holyfamilyoldenburg.org 
 

Toni Cummings   
Bulletin Publication  
& Mass Intentions  

toni@holyfamilyoldenburg.org 
 

NEW ADDRESS - WEBSITE 

www.holyfamilyoldenburg.org 
 

 

FACEBOOK 
https://www.facebook.com/

HolyFamilyChurch.Oldenburg.IN/ 
 
 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Monday-Friday at 8:00 am 
Wednesday at 6am & 8am 

Saturday at 4:30 pm 
Sunday at 8:00 & 10:00 am 

3rd Sunday at St. Mary of the 
Rock at 11 am 

 

Holy Days 
Check the Bulletin for Mass Times  

 

FIRST FRIDAY  
ADORATION & BENEDICTION 

First Friday of the month after  
Daily Mass until 7pm 

Main body of Holy Family Church
 

ADORATION 
Monday-Friday 9am-9pm 
St. Anne’s Chapel located by  

the East side entrance.

Monday - Friday  ~  
7:15am-7:45am 

Saturdays ~ 3:30pm - 4:30pm 
Sundays ~ 7am-8am  

& 9am-10am 

 

This week we        
celebrate Gaudete 
(gow-DAY-tay) 
Sunday, the         
Sunday in Advent 
that invites us to 
rejoice (that’s what 
Gaudete means), 
even now in the 
midst of whatever 
trials or                     

uncertainties we carry. The Church clothes herself in rose today, a splash 
of joy amid the violet of our waiting, reminding us that the Lord is near.  
 

Today we hear the prophet Isaiah speaking to a people crushed by exile, 
their land barren and their spirits broken. Yet, he proclaims that in God’s 
mercy the wilderness will rejoice and blossom like a garden. Weak hands 
will be strengthened, fearful hearts reassured: “Be strong, do not fear! 
Here is your God.” And then the miracles: blind eyes opened, deaf ears 
unstopped, the lame leaping like deer, waters bursting forth in the desert. 
It’s a vision of redemption, where sorrow flees and everlasting joy crowns 
the redeemed as they return to Zion singing. Isaiah’s prophecy echoes the 
cries of Advent: God is coming to save, to heal, to restore what sin has 
withered. 
 

John the Baptist, now languishing in Herod’s prison, sends his disciples to 
Jesus to ask: “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for                
another?” Jesus points to His works: “Go and tell John what you hear and 
see: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, 
the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to 
them. And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.” Jesus has been 
fulfilling Isaiah’s prophecy – the desert is blooming in healings and 
preachings.  
 

John’s question from prison might mirror our own Advent longings: in a 
world of injustice, violence, and personal struggles, is God really coming? 
Is Jesus truly the One? The answer is Yes, and you can recognize Him in 
the signs. In our own prisons or deserts – strained relationships, health 
scares, financial worries, habitual sins we just cannot seem to overcome – 
we can see signs of God’s grace at work: a kind word that opens blind 
eyes to possibility, a helping hand that lifts the bowed down, good news 
shared in a conversation that frees the imprisoned heart, forgiveness      
extended in the Sacrament of Penance.  
 

As we draw nearer to Christmas, let’s look for signs in our daily lives that 
God is indeed bringing healing, wholeness, and holiness into our lives. 
Just as in the gray of winter our little town is lit up with Christmas lights 
that cheer the heart, so in the difficulties of our lives, God’s love and          
saving power can brighten the gloom and give us the courage and hope to 
go on. As we light the rose candle of Gaudete Sunday, may God fill us 
with the joy of His Son’s nearness, strengthening our feeble knees,             
opening our eyes to His signs, and granting us patience. May we bloom 
like the desert crocus and sing God’s praises forever.  

                                                                                          ~ Fr. John 



 
 

 

December 21st at 2pm in Heppner Hall @ the Rectory  

 

 
 

December 17th at 1pm in the Fr. Rudolf Room  

AA Meeting - December 14th, 21st & 28th (Every Sunday).  Join 

our OPEN group from 7pm-8pm in the Fr. Rudolf Room, under the 
rectory at Holy Family Church. 
 

Batesville Celebrate Recovery December 18th & 23rd  

6:30pm-8:30pm (doors open at 6pm) at Ignite Church (Batesville) 
Join our Christ-centered  recovery program to help overcome life’s 
hurts, habits & hang-ups.   
 
 

St. Nicholas Parish Encounter – December 14th -              
December 17th from 6-8pm each night. Every night includes a 
talk, a Holy Hour and confessions to strengthen us in our devotion to 
the Eucharist.  
 

Retrouvaille – HOPE is a program of healing and renewal 

consisting of one weekend and six follow-up sessions over the course of 
two months. For confidential information or to register for the                    

upcoming program beginning with a weekend on January 9-11, 
2026, call 513-486-6222 or visit www.HelpOurMarriage.org  
 

St. Meinrad Winter Chant Workshop: Praying 
with Chant January 12-16 Explore chant in a theological 

context and apply your insights in rehearsal. Register today 
at saintmeinrad.edu/sacred-music to deepen your love of sacred music. 

COME & SPEND MORE TIME IN THE 
PRESENCE of the LORD, our SAVIOR  

Monday – Friday  9am-9pm  
in St. Anne’s Chapel.   

 

SEEKING ADORER to fill 
the 3pm hour on Thursday  

 

If you would like to FILL an hour or sub when                  
needed, PLEASE contact Dustin Walke                              

at 317-691-5209 or walkedustin@gmail.com to                   
join our GroupMe Chat. You will receive & be                      

able to send text messages for times.  

Rummage Sale     
Collection & Sorting  

 

January 6
th

- 6pm-7:30pm 
  

January 20
th

- 6pm-7:30pm 
 

Please use FRONT entrance of school.  Must 

bring items to sorting rooms INSIDE building. 
 

SALE DATES: July 24, 25 & 26 

https://a.rs6.net/1/pc?ep=b4dae2a6bc6d3e6f_RQY0ysrQG-cGibst3HoAHk_29Qtkjpga0dMvk6TS-BfbwyppoavfrT8uoGCsOkuQXAvRjhA2T90TBGzG7VB7V4-1n8x7nhw1WM9Tic02aSOyeDWTbFHtKt5BmNuZ4aqQUrL-0jSzFjS75StXHnm_RWXp1Po8NkQSQiA2xfmAR8&c=ce94fb927c1d67a4EmCxXhLOJ4XgoSlLTfjVDup08f1
https://www.saintmeinrad.edu/sacred-music/


 

 

Karen Stoll 
Cooper Crane 

Don Strub 
Robert Amberger 

Tim Buckley 
Charlie Peters 
Peggy Peters 

Melissa Williamson 
Helen Lewis 
Ted Dickman 

L.C. 
Avery Krause 

Peggi Shipman  
Amanda Scott 
Becky Gorball 

Mike Moll 
Joe Moll 

Diane Raver 
Ben Batta 
Rita Batta 
Rory Biltz 
Tim Wurtz 

Logan Nicholas Doll 
Melanie Jones 

Dave Amberger 
Doty Amberger 

Tina Cohill 
Connie 

Alisa Doll 
Terry Duncan 

Marvin Gehring 
Lisa Haessig 

Jean Ham 
Dennis Harmeyer 

Dale Kuntz 

Eugene Laker 
Beth Lamping 

Jim Lamping Jr. 
Todd Leising 
Gary Lewis 

Rita Litzinger 
Carlos Luken 

Carolyn Meyer 
Sandy Meyer 
Shane Neal 

Bobby Patterson 
Gary Payne 
Tami Peters 
Corey Peters 

Jeanne Phillips 
Bill Pierce 

Clare Ronnebaum  
Ruth Ronnebaum 

Donn Salladay 
Carolyn Scheele 

Wilfrid Scheele 
Leah Schornick 

Pat Schrank 
Ellen Siebert 

Alma Simmermeyer 
Paul Strassel 
Carol Strassel 

Terri Jo Thompson 
Wesley Neil 
Thompson 
Jen Tucker 

Dan Wagner 
Mattie Wagner 
Tom Wilson 

Donald Niehoff 
and all our nursing    

home & homebound 
parishioners.             

 

December 14, 2025 

Saturday, December 13 
4:30 pm † Emil Kuntz 
Sunday, December 14 
8:00 am Members of the Parish 
10:00 am † Pat & George Fields 

Monday, December 15 
8:00 am † Shirley Obermeyer 
Tuesday,  December 16 
8:00 am † Gregory T. Meyer 
Wednesday, December 17 
8:00 am † Melvin & Millie Cutter 
Thursday, December 18 
8:00 am † Gayle Laudick 
Friday, December 19 
8:00 am † Darlene Steinmetz 
Saturday, December 20 
4:30 pm † Deceased Members of the 
Joseph & Seraphine Ferkinhoff Family 
Sunday, December 21 
8:00 am † Jim Bertram 
10:00 am Members of the Parish 
11:00 am † Irvin Amberger (SMR) 

 

Special Parish DECEMBER Collection: 
 

CHOIR/Music Ministry 
 

***************************************************************************************** 
 

Paperless Donation -  
 

Donate monthly via ACH. 
Forms located in the back of 
church. Contact our Business 

Manager for more details. 

2nd Weekend of the Month            
Offering            

 

THIS WEEKEND 

 

Children are                     
encouraged to bring a 

non-perishable item for 
the Batesville Food Pantry as their 

weekly offering.  Items will be    
taken up at offertory time by them 

& placed in a basket. 

Holy Family Parish Giving Tree 
 

 

Holy Family Giving Tree Tags adorn the tree. For the Christmas          
season, Holy Family likes to bring a little holiday cheer to the                 

parishioners that are homebound, in nursing homes, attending college,                               
veterans, serving our country & have lost loved ones this past year. 

 

Thank you to each and everyone for your continued support.  It truly 
takes a village to pull the spread of  the Christmas Spirit that we provide.   

Thank you to the Holy Family Parish ‘Village’...THANK YOU!  

- Carol Dobson & the Caring Committee  
Any questions or concerns, please call Carol Dobson at 812-212-3582 

‘Tis the Season 
EARLY BULLETIN  

SUBMISSION DATES: 
 

Dec. 28th submits Dec. 19th 

 

Jan. 4th submits Dec. 22nd 

 

Please send any                          
submissions by the dates 

listed above. 

Did You Know? Hope and healing are available to women who regret their                   
abortions. The Archdiocese of Indianapolis offers Rachel's Vineyard weekend retreats 

for post-abortion healing in a group setting. Healing Hidden Hurts offers a ten-step               
one on one peer counseling program for women seeking an individual experience.              
The Batesville Pregnancy Hotline also offers one on one peer counseling and can               
provide more information on any of these options. Free and confidential help is                 

available!  If you need help or know a mother needing help, please call 812-934-5116, 
go to www.batesvillecph.org, or search for Batesville Pregnancy Hotline on                            
Facebook. The hotline can also be reached through Facebook Messenger.                             

24/7 Abortion Pill Reversal Hotline | 1-877-558-0333  

http://www.batesvillecph.org/


 
 

 
 

 

INTERESTED IN LITURGICAL 
MINISTRIES...Contact   Toni Cum-

mings at         tdcum-
mings96@gmail.com or 812-934-

3046 if                   interested in join-
ing one of our liturgical ministries 

(Eucharistic Ministers, Servers, Lec-
tors, Ushers & Greeters).  We will dis-
cuss ministry responsibilities & Mass 

preference!     
December 20 & 21 
Servers: 
4:30pm Aubrey Kruthaupt & Lorelei Enzinger 

8:00am Kiersten Kreuzman & Luke Raver 
10:00am  Nolan Wanstrath & Grant Wanstrath 
11:00am Emma Robben & Gus Robben (SMR) 

Lector:     
4:30pm  Steve Kerker 
8:00am  Angie Kelly 
10:00am Paul Gates 

Eucharistic Ministers:                                 
4:30pm  Maureen Grote, Landon Oldham, Winston 

Lecher, Tom Meyer & Michael Irvin 
8:00am  Dennis Moeller, Deborah Carter, Jon 
Spreckelson, Angie Harmeyer & Eric Heppner 
10:00am  Whitney Prickel, Julia Heidlage, AJ 
Strassell, Tina Duncan & Jenny Ilderton 

Music:                                 
4:30pm  Bryce & Shannon Mullins 
8:00am  Parish Choir 
10:00am  Leon Enneking & Kim Brockman 

December 13 & 14 
Servers: 
4:30pm Lauren Lecher & Annie Patterson 

8:00am  Leo Spreckelson & Abby Balash 
10:00am Jordan Brelage & Emma Robben 

Lector:     
4:30pm  Mary Gehring 
8:00am Kyle Laker 
10:00am Wendy Havens 

Eucharistic Ministers:                                 
4:30pm  Karen Patterson, Will Patterson, Toni 
Lecher, Carla Enzinger & Connie Chaffee 
8:00am  Deanna Raver, Charlotte Trossman, 
Monica Livers, Kris Baumer & Kate Walke 
10:00am Karen Nailor, Nick Prickel, Beth Geis, 
Dave Rieman & Teri Rieman 

Music:                                 
4:30pm  Leon Enneking & Kim Brockman 
8:00am  Jayne Enneking 
10:00am  Bryce & Shannon Mullins 

St. Mary’s of the Rock Campus 

DECEMBER MASS SCHEDULE 
 

 

December 21 at 11am 
 

Christmas Day at 11am 

CHRISTMAS EVE MINISTRY NEEDS 
4pm Mass NEEDS:  5 Eucharistic Ministers,                     

1 Sacristan & 3 Ushers 

Midnight Mass NEEDS:  1 Lector,                       
1 Sacristan & 3 Ushers  

 

CHRISTMAS DAY            
MINISTRY NEEDS 

9am Mass NEEDS:   2 
Servers, & 2 Ushers 

 *Sign up with the QR code 
for a Ministry NEED* 

December 24 & 25 
Sacristan:   
4:00pm  1 Volunteer  
Midnight  Diane Tekulve 
9:00am Wendy Havens 
Ushers:   
4:00pm  3 Volunteers  
Midnight  Lou Giesting, Wilbur Giesting & Henry 
Giesting  
9:00am Larry Merkel & 2 Volunteers  
Servers: 
4:00pm  Greyson Farmer & Annie Harmeyer 
Midnight Luke Raver & Leo Spreckelson 
9:00am  2 Volunteers 
11:00am  2 Volunteers (SMR) 

Lector:     
4:00pm  Jan Westerfeld 
Midnight  1 Volunteer 
9:00am Wendy Havens 

Eucharistic Ministers:                                 
4:00pm  Connie Chaffee & 6 Volunteers 
Midnight Anna Deputy, Jon Spreckelson, Henry 
Spreckelson, Dorothy Ziegler & Monica Livers 
9:00am Kay Pulskamp, Karen Trenkamp, Elaine 
Hawkes & Teres Merkel 

Music:                                 
4:30pm  Shannon Mullins & The Children’s Choir 

8:00am  Parish Choir 
10:00am  Leon Enneking & Kim Brockman/
Jayne Enneking 

USHERS for December     4:30pm: Brad Nobbe, Louis Scheele & Tim Ryker 

     8:00am:  Rick Hoff, Tom Honnert & Jason Honnert 
    10:00am:  John Baumer, Troy Ilderton & Ken Pfeiffer  
 

USHERS for January     4:30pm: Doug Haskamp, Paul Brockman & Martin Brockman 

             8:00am:  Eric Heppner, Bill Hoff & Roger Collins 
             10:00am:  Richard Rahe, Mike Schwegman & Paul Waechter 

Mary, Mother of God           
MINISTRY NEEDS 
6pm Mass NEEDS 

2 Servers, 1 Lector, 3 Eucharistic            
Ministers, 3 Ushers & 1 Sacristan 

 

Mary, Mother of God Day MIN-
ISTRY NEEDS 

9am Mass NEEDS 
2 Servers, 3Eucharistic Ministers,  3 

Ushers & 1 Sacristan 
Use the QR code to 

sign up for  
a Ministry NEED 

December 27 & 28 
Servers: 
4:30pm Easton Enzinger & Kenzi Froehling 

8:00am Maddie Balash & Abby Balash 
10:00am  Maddie Dole & Audrey Stirn 

Lector:     
4:30pm  Halle Meyer 
8:00am  Angie Harmeyer 
10:00am Jan Westerfeld 

Eucharistic Ministers:                                 
4:30pm  Eddie Obermeyer, Dan Eckstein, Elaine 

Hawkes, Lisa Oldham & Jay Pfeiffer 
8:00am  Jeff Paul, Teresa Merkel, Christy     
Honnert, Karen Trenkamp & Henry Spreckelson 
10:00am  Wendy Havens, Paige Gerstbauer, 
Carol Dobson, Melissa Jacobs & Kay Pulskamp 

Music:                                 
4:30pm  Leon Enneking & Kim Brockman 
8:00am  Jayne Enneking 
10:00am  Bryce & Shannon Mullins 

Dear Jesus, help us 
focus on you during 

this busy season.            
May we stay aware    
of the joy you bring 

into our lives. We want to find you                     
in the  everyday moments and come 

with hearts of gratitude to your             
manger on Christmas. Amen  



Calling ALL MEN who'd like to enjoy a cup 
of coffee & discuss the role of our Catholic 

faith in our everyday lives.  Join us                     
TUESDAYS after morning Mass in the              

Fr. Rudolf room for some friendly conversation                  
with your parish brothers.  No commitment,                       
come & go as you please.  Coffee is provided.                                   

More info, contact Dustin Walke at 317-691-5209  
 

 

Young Adult Men's Group   Meets 

every 3rd Tuesday of the month at 7:30pm. 
The group welcomes young men who single 
or married with or without young children.               

Call, text, or email Stephen Janssen to sign up or                   
for more details.  Phone: 317-502-9524 

Email: smjanssen08@gmail.com 

BAPTISM   If you are ready to have your 

child baptized, please contact Beth Geis & 
she will send you the information you need. 
If you are in need of a Baptismal Certificate 

from either Holy Family, St. Mary of the 
Rock or St. Anne, please contact Beth Geis. 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN BECOMING                   
CATHOLIC?   If you are interested in                  
becoming Catholic and want to learn 

more about our OCIA program at                  
Holy Family, please contact Beth Geis  

for more information.  

There will be NO Religious Education Class 
on Wed. December 17th.  

 

We will resume classes on Wed. January 7th. 
Have a great break, a Merry Christmas & a 

Happy New Year!  
 

Preschool/Kindergarten Class: 
The next class Sun. December 14th. 

There will be NO class on December 21st, 28th,  or January 
4th. Class will resume on January 11th!  

YOUTH GROUPS 
 

 

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP  

is THIS Sunday, December 14th from          

4:30-6:30pm at St. Louis Youth Center! 
This is our Christmas Party!   

Look at our Facebook page for more details!  
 

TRIFORCE MISSION TEAM MEETING:       
THIS Sunday, December 14th from 6:30-7:30 PM at 

the St. Louis Youth Center.  
 

MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP (6th-8th 

Grade) is Friday, December 19th from 3pm-5pm.  
 

MIDDLE SCHOOL BIBLE STUDY   
is Monday, January 12th  from 3pm-5pm. 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION  
 

The next Formation class is Wed., December 17th 

from 6:30-7:30PM in the Rectory Library. There will be 
NO class Wed. December 24th & Wed. December 31st. 

Class will resume on January 7th! 
Any questions, contact Fr. E.J. Stein. 

Young Mothers’ New Baby Meal Train As many 
mothers of a new child know, those first few weeks bring 

excitement, challenges, and adjustments to family life. Let’s 
support those mothers & families who have recently had a 
baby with the gift of a meal train!  If you are interested in 

being on the meal train list to deliver a meal to a family that 
had a new baby or you recently had/will be  having a baby and would 
like to receive meals, please contact Kara Janssen by cell (812-212-

3207) or email(kjanssen0517@gmail.com). 

Young Mother’s Group   A women’s group 

focused on building a flourishing & supportive                    
community that helps one another grow in faith, hope & 

trust in  motherhood, and also aim to build & foster  
connection within the parish.  For more details text, call, 

or e-mail Tina Paul. Phone: Email: hello.paulfamily@gmail.com,          
812-212-2538, or scan the QR code to join the Facebook group!  

HOLY FAMILY PARISH CHIRSTMAS  
PROCESSION 

 

We will have the Children’s         
Christmas Procession on   

Wed., December 24th at the          

4:00pm Christmas Eve Mass.  
 
 

Spots are filling up quickly! Please 
sign your child up by Tues. December 

16th if they would like to participate.  

This series guides Catholics through an Advent 
reflection using the Jesse Tree model                         

traditionally practiced by families. Each seven-
minute episode introduces the ancestors of  

Jesus Christ, shares a Scripture passage, and offers an engaging, 
practical reflection. Hosted by Dr. Scott Hefelfinger, Rooted helps 

viewers apply the passage and related teachings to each day of             
Advent, guided by the Church’s teaching.  

Young Adult Bible Study  
Please consider joining the Young Adult  Bible 

study group, which meets Wednesdays at 6pm 

(location varies). Come for a time of prayer, 

Scripture, discussion, and community. For 

more info, contact Justin Weberding (812-363-5006 

or weberdingjustin@gmail.com). 

mailto:smjanssen08@gmail.com
mailto:kjanssen0517@gmail.com
mailto:weberdingjustin@gmail.com

